
[image: image1.wmf]
Law Offices of

MARK A. FURY, P.C.

Attorneys at Law
P.O. Box 368 






           Tel: (609) 518-8980

22 Washington Street


                                               Fax: (609) 518-9027


Mount Holly, New Jersey 08060



           furylaw@hotmail.com














May 23, 2011
Susan Petersen Kennedy

President

Penguin USA

375 Hudson Street

New York, NY 10014-3657

Re: 
Cease and Desist Malcolm X: A life of Reinvention 

Dear Ms. Kennedy:

This office represents Linward Cathcart, a private individual defamed in your recent publication “Malcolm X: A Life of Reinvention”.  I am writing to demand on his behalf that you stop publication of the book and correct the misstatements regarding Mr. Cathcart, or in the alternative, remove his name entirely.

 
Your author, Manning Marable, knowingly printed false allegations, misleading statements and made glaring omissions that clearly defame Mr. Cathcart, injure him and his family, and even put him and them at risk of physical harm.

Mr. Cathcart denies the allegation that he and Malcolm X shared a girlfriend in the person of Sharon Poole as stated in your book.  He emphatically denies that he was sent to the Audubon Ballroom at the direction of NOI Minister Louis Farrakhan.  He vehemently denies that he was in any way involved in the assassination of Malcolm X, a man whom he loved and called friend and who was his first teacher in the instructions of the Honorable Elijah Muhammad.


Your author purposely and knowingly made false and defamatory statements that, after 30 years of alleged research, he clearly knew or should have known were unsupported by any fact.  He was also plainly aware of the false impressions this publication would create and the damage it would cause those still living, yet he recklessly disregarded those certain results in order to bring his half truths and lies to a public greedy for any salacious detail. 



Your author was aware that both the NYPD and the FBI interviewed Mr. Cathcart within days of the murder, and that both agencies dismissed him as a potential suspect.  Your author was aware that while Mr. Cathcart was present at the Audubon Ballroom on the night of the murder, Mr. Cathcart was searched twice and took a seat in the front row, making Marable’s claim of Cathcart being an “on-site supervisor” of the murder plot patently ridiculous, as he would effectively have placed himself in the line of fire, between the shooters and the target. 


Your author knew, when he said that Ms. Poole lives with Mr. Cathcart  “to this day” that she has rented an apartment in his house for many years, that she was married to someone else for most of that time, that her husband lived with her there until his death, and that Mr. Cathcart lives with his wife of 40 plus years, Rose Marie, with whom he bore and raised 7 children.  Yet all these facts your author omitted from his book, purposely to create the impression that Poole and Cathcart are an item, and were on the date of the murder.


Finally, your author knew and you should certainly know that Malcolm X Shabazz holds cult like status among a portion of the populace as a beloved figure.  To broadly suggest that Mr. Cathcart was complicit in his death opens Mr. Cathcart to the risk that some rabid or fanatical Malcolm enthusiast may seek to do Mr. Cathcart or his family harm.  After 46 years of peace, it is unconscionable to subject this gentleman to such risk.


Therefore, please be advised that should you fail to remove the book from shelves and make the necessary corrections immediately, I shall seek to enjoin your further distribution of the book and punitive damages, not by any means necessary, but by all available means at law or equity.

Very truly yours,

Mark A. Fury, Esq.

Cc:
Alex Gigante, Esq.


General Counsel
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